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Health: Vaccine is not a ‘cure, masks are still needed

ByA.J.RAO
Daily News Staff

Getting a COVID-19 vaccination
doesn’t mean you can ditch the face
mask or get out of travel restrictions.

So says Dr. Tai Hunte-Caesar, an
infectious disease specialist with the
VI Health Department, who recently
joined other health officials for a virtu-
al town hall meeting on the Pfizer and
Moderna vaccines.

While more than 3,000 doses have
already been administered in the terri-
tory, the vaccines are not a “cure,” but
rather a means to arm the body against
the virus, according to Hunte-Caesar.
Indeed, those who are vaccinated can
still be infected and asymptomatic and
therefore still contagious.

“The vaccine is not a ‘get out of miti-
gation jail card,” Hunte-Caesar said.
“The vaccine is a countermeasure that
you have to do simultaneously with all
the other mitigation strategies.”

That means face masks, social dis-
tancing and adherence to travel re-

of life.

strictions must continue even after a
vaccination.

Hunte-Caesar added that commu-
nity transmission will only go down
when vaccinations become more wide-
spread on a global scale.

Currently, a total of 12.2 million
doses of the vaccine have been ad-
ministered nationally, according to the
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.

“The only thing that’s going to
change the way we behave with the so-
cial distancing and the masks and other

o

For the overwhelming majority of
patients and people in the community,
vaccines are safe and can prolong life,
prevent death and improve the quality

— Dr. Tai Hunte-Caesar

mitigation effort is when the global
case burden comes down ... with herd
immunity;” she said.

That goal may be jeopardized by
certain myths about the vaccines and
fears about potential side effects.

Health officials said the vaccines
are not comprised of the “live virus,”
but are rather composed of dead or
inactive particles of the virus which
trigger the body to produce antibod-
ies. These particles are contained in
a polysaccharide solution that is con-
sistent with ingredients already in ex-

cess in the body.

“For the overwhelming majority of
patients and people in the community,
vaccines are safe and can prolong life,
prevent death and improve the quality
of life,” Hunte-Caesar said.

While some may experience minor
inflammatory side effects, like sore-
ness, redness or body aches, the vast
majority of people will not experience
anything, according to Hunte-Caesar.

Of the roughly 3,369 doses adminis-
tered in the territory so far, no one has
experienced a severe allergic reaction.

Currently, the vaccine rollout plan is
in “Phase 1B,” which opens vaccina-
tions to senior citizens and individuals
who regularly engage with the public,
like first responders, teachers and gro-
cery workers.

This group joins those in “Phase
1A,” which included clinical health
care staff, residents and staff in long-
term care facilities, as well as persons
in need of special care and the elderly.

VITEMA Director Daryl Jaschen
said his agency is working with both

government agencies and providers to
ensure doses are available for those in
Phase 1A and 1B groups. He added
that VITEMA will be setting up hot-
lines this week for the St. Thomas-St.
John district and the St. Croix dis-
trict for seniors to more easily set up
appointment.

Health Department Immunization
Director Monife Stout said there is no
“out of pocket expense” to get a vac-
cine, however, there may be an admin-
istrative fee of $16 to $30 for each dose.

“If you have insurance, your insur-
ance may be charged for that. But if
you are uninsured or underinsured, you
can contact Community Health on St.
Thomas or St. Croix or the East End
Medical Center or the Frederiksted
Health Center and they will use a slid-
ing pay scale,” Stout said.

Health Commissioner Justa Encar-
nacion cautions that individuals should
not switch between vaccines for each
dose.

— ContactA.J. Rao at 340-714-9104
or email ajrao@dailynews.vi.

Outgoing BVI governor launches far-reaching corruption inquiry

BY DEAN GREENAWAY
Special toThe Daily News

TORTOLA — Days before his de-
parture, outgoing British Virgin Islands
Gov. Augustus Jaspert on Monday
announced the appointment of a far-
reaching Commission of Inquiry to
investigate pubic corruption.

Jaspert said the
commission  will
be led by promi-
nent United King-
dom judge Gary
Hickinbottom,
who has more than
45 years of judicial
experience and the
support of his suc-
cessor, Governor-
designate John
Rankin.

“When a territory has good gover-
nance,” Jaspert said, “things run ef-
fectively and fairly for the people. This
territory is built on certain principles
and values, which are supported in
our Constitution. These values include
honesty, equality, integrity, respect and
free speech.”

It is the role of governor, Jaspert
said, to support the BVI and ensure
that every action taken, is transpar-
ent, accountable and delivers for the
people.

He said concerns have been brought
to him by individuals from across the
community, including business leaders,
public officers, members of commu-
nity groups and the media, and paint a
worrisome picture.

“This is an important conversation
for us to have, albeit difficult, as those

Gary
Hickinbottom

who speak up are too often silenced,”
he said. “I would like to let the people
of BVI know that your voices have
been heard. We have received the
message loud and clear, the people of
BVI want better.”

Jaspert said he has not acted alone,
but consulted with the deputy governor,
auditor general, police commissioner,
registrar of interests and others who
share responsibility for ensuring good
governance.

Allegations

“First, there are wide concerns over
the lack of transparency when it comes
to spending public funds, particularly
those relating to COVID-19 economic
stimulus support,” Jaspert said. “Sec-
ond, there are wide concerns over the
possible mismanagement of some pub-
lic projects. Successive audit reports
have set out practices of political inter-
ference, inflated pricing and conflicts
of interest.”

According to the BBC, allegations
allege a $40 million fund for families
struggling with COVID has instead
been channeled to political allies.

A third aspect are concerns over the
lack of transparency relating to govern-
ment contracts, which include a lack of
fair and open competition, conflicts of
interest and a lack of value for money,
Jaspert said.

According to the BBC, one of the al-
legations to be investigated is nearly $1
million spent on a school fence.

Fourth, he said, are allegations of
political interference with appointed
individuals being replaced, public offi-
cers being coerced into circumventing
protocols “and serious allegations of

Daily News Staff

Just like any new arrival to the
British Virgin Islands, Governor-
designate John Rankin is undergo-
ing a required
14-day quaran-
tine before he
will be sworn
in as the 15th
governor of the
British  Virgin
Islands.

Rankin  ar-
rived in the ter-
ritory Thursday.

While 2020
was a challenging year, Rankin said
he is looking forward to the opportu-
nity to partner with the government
and the people of the Virgin Islands,
according to a government press re-
lease.

John Rankin

Next governor now in quarantine

“The people of the Virgin Islands
have shown great strength and spirit
in meeting those challenges, and I
promise to do all I can to support the
building of further resilience against
the risk of natural disasters. I look
forward to contributing to life on
the islands and to carrying out my
responsibilities under the Con-
stitution in the areas of external
affairs, security and good gover-
nance in service to the people of
the Virgin Islands,” Rankin said in
a prepared statement.

Prior to joining the Foreign and
Commonwealth  Office, Rankin
practiced as a solicitor in Scotland
and was a lecturer at the University
of Aberdeen.

He has been honored as compan-
ion of the order of St. Michael and
St. George and was most recently
served as governor of Bermuda.

attempts of interference in the criminal
Jjustice system.”

“Finally,” Jaspert said, “are wide
concerns about intimidation taking
place across our society, public servic-
es and the media with many describing
‘a growing culture of fear’ in BVL. In
addition to these allegations, there is
growing evidence of serious organized
crime infiltrating BVI. This was made
clear in November, when 2,300 kilos of
cocaine, with a street value of at least
$250 million, was smuggled through
our borders.”

The commission

Jaspert also expressed concerns
over “deliberate delays” in legislative
reforms and the failure to provide BVI
institutions with the information re-
quired to conduct their own inquiries.

“The state of governance in the BVI
requires robust and impartial interven-
tion,” Jaspert said in explaining his de-
cision to call the commission.

With the power to collect evidence
and summon witnesses, the commis-
sion will look into whether corruption,
abuse of office or other serious dishon-

esty in relation to officials — elected,
statutory or public — may have taken
place in recent years. If so, it will also
consider the conditions that allowed
corruption to take place and make rec-
ommendations for improvement.

“This will be an entirely independent
process led by a senior impartial judge,
the Right Hon. Sir Hickinbottom,” he
said. “This will help the commission
reach fair unbiased conclusions under
local law.”

“If you are honest — which I
know, the vast, vast majority of peo-
ple in BVI are — you have no reason
to oppose it,” he said. “It is a chance
to clear names and end the allega-
tions of corruption which threaten to
plague our community.”

The judge

Hickinbottom, who is a member
of the Privy Council and has been in-
volved in high-profile cases including
the government’s decision to approve
plans for a third runway at Heathrow
Airport, is perhaps best known in Brit-
ish media not for his legal abilities, but
his feud with a Chinese restaurant in
Cardiff where Hickinbottom bought a
second home. After Hickinbottom and
his wife complained about smells com-
ing from the restaurant, the owner faced
prosecution for failing to get proper
permission to install an extractor fan,
according to British media reports.

The restaurant received an out-
pouring of support from neighbors,
members of Parliament and even a
professional rugby player, before
ultimately settling the dispute after
installing more than $88,000 of ma-
chinery to quell the smells.
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BY DEAN GREENAWAY

TORTOLA—Days before his departure, outgoing British Virgin Islands Governor Augustus Jaspert on Mon-
day, announced the appointment of a far-reaching Commission of Inquiry that will cover fiver areas dating back
several years, led by a prominent United Kingdom Judge.

Jaspert said the Commission, led by the Right Hon. Sir Gary Hickinbottom—who has more than 45 years of
judicial experience, including 20 years as a judge—has the support of his successor, incoming Governor John
Rankin who arrived on January 15 and is in the middle of a 14 days COVID-19 quarantine, before being sworn
in.

“Today I stand before you, the people of the British Virgin Islands, to address the state of governance in this
territory, Jaspert said in a national broadcast. “This is something you have heard me speak on many times before
and is a matter of great significance to us all, because when a territory has good governance, things run effective-
ly and fairly for the people. This territory is built on certain principles and values, which are supported in our
Constitution. These values include honesty, equality, integrity, respect and free speech.”

In his capacity as Governor, Jaspert who in December spoke about the growing number of concerns and alle-
gations relating to the standards of governance, said his role is to support the BVI and ensure that every action
taken, is transparent, accountable and delivers for the people.

The concerns he said, were raised with him by individuals across the community, including senior business
leaders, public officers, community groups, media and others and cumulatively, they paint a worrisome picture.
Governor Jaspert said that for the first time, many have felt confident to raise their voice.

“This is an important conversation for us to have, albeit difficult as those who speak up are too often silenced,’
he noted. “However, we must continue to do so in order to protect the values of our Constitution and democracy
in BVI. I would like to let the people of BVI know that your voices have been heard. We have received the mes-
sage loud and clear, the people of BVI want better.”

Before outlining what will be examined, Jaspert said that he has been speaking colleagues in the Governor’s
Group including the Deputy Governor, the Auditor General, the Police Commissioner, the Registrar of Interests
and others and they share responsibility for ensuring good governance and are concerned by what they have seen
in their respective roles and the allegations put forth.

Jaspert said he thinks it's important, not only to ensure full transparency, but also to give a voice to the voice-
less, as the allegations dates back a number of year, before outlining the areas of concern.

“First, there are wide concerns over the lack of transparency when it comes to spending public funds, partic-
ularly those relating to COVID-19 economic stimulus support,” Jaspert said. “Second, there are wide concerns
over the possible mismanagement of some public projects. Successive audit reports have set out practices of
political interference, inflated pricing and conflicts of interest. These may have cost the public purse millions of
dollars in recent years, with no sign of improvement.”

A third aspect and linked to the previous points he said, are concerns over the lack of transparency relating to
government contracts, which include a lack of fair and open competition, conflicts of interest and a lack of value
for money.

“We need to know how individuals are getting work so we can ensure equal opportunities for all,” Jaspert stat-
ed. “Fourth, there are allegations of some political interference occurring in some statutory bodies. A number of
officers from our bodies have come to me with concerns about individuals being replaced by political allies and
officers being coerced into circumventing protocols and taking improper practices. There are similar allegations
relating to the public service and serious allegations of attempts of interference in the criminal justice system.”

Jaspert added: “Finally, there are wide concerns about intimidation taking place across our society, public
services and the media with many describing ‘a growing culture of fear’ in BVI. In addition to these allegations,
there is growing evidence of serious organized crime infiltrating BVI. This was made clear in November, when
2,300 kilos of cocaine, with a street value of at least $250 million, was smuggled through our borders”

The Governor said that the allegations “cannot be ignored” and he must fulfil his Constitutional role to sup-
port the people and to uphold the peace, order and good governance of the Virgin Islands. He said with col-



leagues, he has for some time being considering how best to respond in those institutions responsible for good
governance.

“We have taken action to bolster the security of the territory, including with support from the UK, he noted.
“We have also pushed for legislative reform, which has faced what I can only conclude are deliberate delays. Fur-
thermore, local institutions have sought to conduct their own inquiries, but have been prevented from accessing
the information required to do so. It has become increasingly clear, that this is not enough. Our local institutions
responsible for good governance feel hindered and unable to act without the laws and frameworks in place. Our
options are exhausted, but we cannot and must not give up. The state of governance in BVI requires robust and
impartial intervention.”

The Governor said he has decided to issue a Commission of Inquiry—a body that can look impartially into
matters of public concern— in accordance with BVI’s Commissions of Inquiry Act. The Commission he said,
will look into whether corruption, abuse of office or other serious dishonesty in relation to officials—elected,
statutory or public—may have taken place in recent years. If so, it will consider the conditions which allowed this
to take place and make independent recommendations for improvement.

“This will be an entirely independent process led by a senior impartial judge the Right Hon Sir Hickinbottom,”
he said. “This will help the Commission reach fair unbiased conclusions under local law. Furthermore, the Judge
will have powers under the Commission of Inquiry Ordinance to collect evidence and summon witnesses in a
way that our local institutions cannot.... We know that values of integrity, transparency and dedication run deep
in the Public Service and that officers will continue to operate at the highest standards in support of BVI”

Jaspert hopes everyone feels empowered to engage with the Commission as it will be their opportunity “to
shape the way things are done and help put things right for the next generation.”

“I hope that the Premier, Ministers and all Elected Members can and will fully support this opportunity;” he
said” I am acting in full accordance with the Commission of Inquiry Act passed by Honorable Members of the
House of Assembly in support of the public whom we all serve. It also has the full support of my successor.”

Jaspert expects some opposition to the Commission and to those people, he asked why they’re opposing
getting to the truth. “If you are honest-which I know, the vast, vast majority of people in BVI are-you have no
reason to oppose it,” he said. “It is a chance to clear names and end the allegations of corruption which threaten
to plague our community.”

It has not been an easy decision Jaspert said he knows many may feel sad that it has reached such a cumulative
picture of concern, but he believe issuing this Commission is the right decision and he hopes in future, will be
seen as a positive moment for the BVI, as it will enable the BVI to carve a clear path to better governance and
greater self-determination.

“We want BV to remain one of the safest places in the Caribbean, underpinned by an effective public service,
strong rule of law and internationally successful industries,” he said. “Through this Commission, we can take
stock of where we are and give the people the power to say where we go next. It is inspired by the people and will
deliver for the people and is one of the greatest levers under local law designed to ensure public welfare”
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Outgoing BVI governor launches
far-reaching corruption inquiry

By DEAN GREENAWAY
Special toThe Daily News

TORTOLA — Days before his departure, outgoing British Virgin Islands Gov. Augustus Jaspert on Monday
announced the appointment of a far-reaching Commission of Inquiry to investigate pubic corruption.

Jaspert said the commission will be led by prominent United Kingdom judge Gary Hickinbottom, who has
more than 45 years of judicial experience and the support of his successor, Governor-designate John Rankin.

“When a territory has good governance,” Jaspert said, “things run effectively and fairly for the people. This
territory is built on certain principles and values, which are supported in our Constitution. These values include
honesty, equality, integrity, respect and free speech.”

It is the role of governor, Jaspert said, to support the BVI and ensure that every action taken, is transparent,
accountable and delivers for the people.

He said concerns have been brought to him by individuals from across the community, including business
leaders, public officers, members of community groups and the media, and paint a worrisome picture.

“This is an important conversation for us to have, albeit difficult, as those who speak up are too often silenced,’
he said. “I would like to let the people of BVI know that your voices have been heard. We have received the mes-
sage loud and clear, the people of BVI want better.”

Jaspert said he has not acted alone, but consulted with the deputy governor, auditor general, police commis-
sioner, registrar of interests and others who share responsibility for ensuring good governance.

Allegations

“First, there are wide concerns over the lack of transparency when it comes to spending public funds, partic-
ularly those relating to COVID-19 economic stimulus support,” Jaspert said. “Second, there are wide concerns
over the possible mismanagement of some public projects. Successive audit reports have set out practices of
political interference, inflated pricing and conflicts of interest.”

According to the BBC, allegations allege a $40 million fund for families struggling with COVID has instead
been channeled to political allies.

A third aspect are concerns over the lack of transparency relating to government contracts, which include a
lack of fair and open competition, conflicts of interest and a lack of value for money, Jaspert said.

According to the BBC, one of the allegations to be investigated is nearly $1 million spent on a school fence.

Fourth, he said, are allegations of political interference with appointed individuals being replaced, public
officers being coerced into circumventing protocols “and serious allegations of attempts of interference in the
criminal justice system.”

“Finally,” Jaspert said, “are wide concerns about intimidation taking place across our society, public services
and the media with many describing “a growing culture of fear’ in BVI. In addition to these allegations, there
is growing evidence of serious organized crime infiltrating BVI. This was made clear in November, when 2,300
kilos of cocaine, with a street value of at least $250 million, was smuggled through our borders.”

The commission

Jaspert also expressed concerns over “deliberate delays” in legislative reforms and the failure to provide BVI
institutions with the information required to conduct their own inquiries.

“The state of governance in the BVI requires robust and impartial intervention,” Jaspert said in explaining his
decision to call the commission.



With the power to collect evidence and summon witnesses, the commission will look into whether corruption,
abuse of office or other serious dishonesty in relation to officials - elected, statutory or public - may have taken
place in recent years. If so, it will also consider the conditions that allowed corruption to take place and make
recommendations for improvement.

“This will be an entirely independent process led by a senior impartial judge, the Right Hon. Sir Hickinbot-
tom,” he said. “This will help the commission reach fair unbiased conclusions under local law.”

“If you are honest - which I know, the vast, vast majority of people in BVI are - you have no reason to oppose
it,” he said. “It is a chance to clear names and end the allegations of corruption which threaten to plague our
community.’

The judge

Hickinbottom, who is a member of the Privy Council and has been involved in high-profile cases including
the government’s decision to approve plans for a third runway at Heathrow Airport, is perhaps best known in
British media not for his legal abilities, but his feud with a Chinese restaurant in Cardiff where Hickinbottom
bought a second home. After Hickinbottom and his wife complained about smells coming from the restaurant,
the owner faced prosecution for failing to get proper permission to install an extractor fan, according to British
media reports.

The restaurant received an outpouring of support from neighbors, members of Parliament and even a profes-
sional rugby player, before ultimately settling the dispute after installing more than $88,000 of machinery to quell
the smells.

Next governor now in quarantine

Daily News Staff

Just like any new arrival to the British Virgin Islands, Governor-designate John Rankin is undergoing a re-
quired 14-day quarantine before he will be sworn in as the 15th governor of the British Virgin Islands.

Rankin arrived in the territory Thursday.

While 2020 was a challenging year, Rankin said he is looking forward to the opportunity to partner with the
government and the people of the Virgin Islands, according to a government press release.

“The people of the Virgin Islands have shown great strength and spirit in meeting those challenges, and I
promise to do all I can to support the building of further resilience against the risk of natural disasters. I look
forward to contributing to life on the islands and to carrying out my responsibilities under the Constitution in
the areas of external affairs, security and good governance in service to the people of the Virgin Islands,” Rankin
said in a prepared statement.

Prior to joining the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, Rankin practiced as a solicitor in Scotland and was a
lecturer at the University of Aberdeen.

He has been honored as companion of the order of St. Michael and St. George and was most recently served as
governor of Bermuda.
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St. Croix campus

Nearly 100 degrees awarded at UVI graduation

By LEANDRA KENT
Special toThe Daily News

ST. CROIX — Nearly 100 degrees
were awarded Thursday as the Uni-
versity of the Virgin Islands held its
annual commencement ceremony un-
der a large white tent on the school’s
St. Croix campus.

During a pre-commencement
celebration, Simon Jones-Hendrick-
son, former dean of the College of
Liberal Arts and Social Sciences,
urged graduates, family, friends and
members of the administration to “be
not a creature of circumstances but a
creator of circumstances.”

An economist, Caribbean culture
keeper, professor and academic
leader, Jones-Hendrickson was
chosen by the board of trustees as this
year’s UVI St. Croix honoree for his
many years of service to the univer-
sity. Jones-Hendrickson received an
honorary doctorate in human letters
during Thursday’s graduation.

Jones-Hendrickson thanked those
gathered at the celebration hosted by
UVI President David Hall and his
wife, Marilyn Braithwaite-Hall, for

their support.
Keynote speaker Bakari Sellers i o - =
also attended the pre-commencement Daily News photos by JOHN GUTIERREZ

celebration, mixing with soon-to-be Graduating students, faculty, dignitaries and spectators fill the tent at commencement exercises held at the University of the Virgin Islands on St. Croix.
graduates and their families.

A CNN political analyst, Sellers,
anative of Bamberg, S.C., was the
youngest elected African American
politician in the nation when he won
a seat in the South Carolina House of
Representatives when he was only 22.
Her served in the state House until
2014 when he unsuccessfully ran for
lieutenant governor.

“We all have different dreams that
we want to achieve regardless of our
plans,” Sellers said. “No matter where
you’re from, there is always a prob-
lem or goal that needs to be solved
and accomplished. What’s important
is that we find the motivation to make
it happen.”

Despite blazing heat under the
tent, administrators, family members,

University of the Virgin Islands graduate Mystica Williams added a few per
sonal touches to her graduation cap.

Rosario, who eventually became a  the long run and not go unnoticed,”

friends and future UVI graduates UVI lead peer educator, wasn’t sure he said.
gathered one last time to receive their about what to study when he arrived Rosario said he is thankful for the
associate’s, bachelor’s and master’s on campus and changed his major relationships he made while at UVI.
degrees. Families sported T-shirts twice before he realized that psychol- His final words to his fellow gradu-
with the faces of their graduates on | ogy was his leading interest. ates: “We made it
them and many had posters to cheer | - In the near future, Rosario plans To bring the ceremony to a close,
for the soon-to-be alumni. And, not Simon Jones-Hendrickson, former dean of the College of Liberal Arts and Social ~ to continue working for National ‘Wanda Rosario offered a benedic-
to be outdone in spirit, the graduates Sciences at UVI, center, receives an honorary doctorate from UVI Board of Trust- ~ Industrial Services, but hopes to tion. She was influenced by her son,
themselves had air horns that sounded  ees Chairman Henry Smock, left, and UVI President David Hall. become an athletic psychologist for Michael, when he first signed up to
when their fellow classmates received a professional team or university attend UVL. Her son helped her take
special awards. sports program. classes through the years and now,
Hall told the graduates “that it was St. Croix native Christopher Ro- later a coach at UVL. Initially, just a “Your last year will be hard and she too, is a proud alumna of UVI.
their job and duty to wake the dead sario was chosen by his peers in the player on a two-year soccer scholar- you will get lazy, but stay focus,” Students on St. Thomas will re-
against people who preach hate and Class of 2019 to be their speaker. ship, Rosario became the team’s he told rising seniors in a humorous ceive their degrees during a ceremony
racism. It’s students’ duty to stand up Rosario offered his peers some coach during his senior year. speech that was well received by the at | p.m. today at the University of
for what’s right and speak up against ~ encouragement, something he got On Thursday, Rosario received a audience. the Virgin Islands’ Sports and Fitness

it” practice with as a student athlete and ~ bachelor’s degree in psychology. “Your hard work will pay off in Center.
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Before the University of the Virgin Islands 2019 graduation, there was the 2019 Pre-Commencement Celebra-
tion hosted by President David Hall and Dr. Marilyn Braithwaite-Hall. On the Albert A. Sheen Campus, scholar,
economic Guru, Caribbean Cultural Keeper, professor, and academic leader, Dr. Simon B. Jones-Hendrickson
was chosen as this year’s UVI St. Croix Honoree. Administration, family, and friends of the University gathered
together Thursday morning to acknowledge Dr. Hendrickson for his many years of contribution to UVI. He
expresses his gratitude to everyone for all the support and ends off his speech with his saying “ Be not a creature
of circumstances but a creator of circumstances”. Also in attendance, the UVI Commencement keynote speaker,
Bakari Sellers shared his presence with everyone. Mr. Sellers is the National Acclaimed CNN= Political Com-
mentator, Legislative Trailblazer and Voice for Justice. With the graduation being in less than 2 hours, Bakari was
able to share his viewpoint on how he will be speaking to the graduates. He was born in Bamberg South Caroli-
na and became the first youngest African American politician in the country at the age of 22. Although thisisa
Caribbean based territory, Bakari believes that “We all have different dreams that we want to achieve regardless
of our plans. No matter where you’re from, there is always a problem or goal that needs to be solved and accom-
plished. What’s important is that we find the motivation to make it happen”

Another year, another big white tent for the 2019 graduation commencement on the Albert A.Sheen Cam-
pus. Administration, family, friends, and the UVI graduates gathered together one last time to receive their
Associates, Bachelors, and Masters. Class speaker, Christopher Rosario was chosen by the Class of 2019, to speak
amongst his peers some encouragement. Receiving his Bachelor’s degree in Psychology, Mr. Rosario was a soccer
player on a 2-year scholarship and became the soccer coach during his senior year. This UVI lead peer educator
wasn't sure about what to study and changed his major twice before he realized that Psychology is his leading
exponent. Christopher hopes in the near future to continue his current job at the National Industrial Services
and later become an Athletic Psychologist for a professional athletic team or program at a University. His advice
for next year’s graduating class is “ Your last year will be hard and you will get lazy but stay focus. Your hard work
will pay off in the long run and not go unnoticed” He is thankful for the different relationships he’s made with
the university and his peers throughout his undergrad years. Mr. Rosarios final words to his fellow graduates
were simply “WE MADE IT!”
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St. Croix Campus

Nearly 100 degrees awarded at UVI graduation

By LEANDRA KENT
Special toThe Daily News

ST. CROIX — Nearly 100 degrees were awarded Thursday as the University of the Virgin Islands held its annual
commencement ceremony under a large white tent on the school’s St. Croix campus.

During a pre-commencement celebration, Simon Jones-Hendrickson, former dean of the College of Liberal Arts
and Social Sciences, urged graduates, family, friends and members of the administration to “be not a creature of cir-
cumstances but a creator of circumstances.”

An economist, Caribbean culture keeper, professor and academic leader, Jones-Hendrickson was chosen by the
board of trustees as this year’s UVI St. Croix honoree for his many years of service to the university. Jones-Hendrickson
received an honorary doctorate in human letters during Thursday’s graduation.

Jones-Hendrickson thanked those gathered at the celebration hosted by UVI President David Hall and his wife,
Marilyn Braithwaite-Hall, for their support.

Keynote speaker Bakari Sellers also attended the pre-commencement celebration, mixing with soon-to-be graduates
and their families.

A CNN political analyst, Sellers, a native of Bamberg, S.C., was the youngest elected African American politician in
the nation when he won a seat in the South Carolina House of Representatives when he was only 22. Her served in the
state House until 2014 when he unsuccessfully ran for lieutenant governor.

“We all have different dreams that we want to achieve regardless of our plans,” Sellers said. “No matter where you're
from, there is always a problem or goal that needs to be solved and accomplished. What’s important is that we find the
motivation to make it happen”

Despite blazing heat under the tent, administrators, family members, friends and future UVI graduates gathered
one last time to receive their associate’s, bachelor’s and master’s degrees. Families sported T-shirts with the faces of their
graduates on them and many had posters to cheer for the soon-to-be alumni. And, not to be outdone in spirit, the
graduates themselves had air horns that sounded when their fellow classmates received special awards.

Hall told the graduates “that it was their job and duty to wake the dead against people who preach hate and racism.
It's students’ duty to stand up for what’s right and speak up against it”

St. Croix native Christopher Rosario was chosen by his peers in the Class of 2019 to be their speaker.

Rosario offered his peers some encouragement, something he got practice with as a student athlete and later a coach
at UVT. Initially, just a player on a two-year soccer scholarship, Rosario became the team’s coach during his senior year.

On Thursday, Rosario received a bachelor’s degree in psychology.

Rosario, who eventually became a UVI lead peer educator, wasn't sure about what to study when he arrived on cam-
pus and changed his major twice before he realized that psychology was his leading interest.

In the near future, Rosario plans to continue working for National Industrial Services, but hopes to become an ath-
letic psychologist for a professional team or university sports program.

“Your last year will be hard and you will get lazy, but stay focus,” he told rising seniors in a humorous speech that
was well received by the audience.

“Your hard work will pay off in the long run and not go unnoticed,” he said.

Rosario said he is thankful for the relationships he made while at UVI.

His final words to his fellow graduates: “We made it”

To bring the ceremony to a close, Wanda Rosario offered a benediction. She was influenced by her son, Michael,
when he first signed up to attend UVI. Her son helped her take classes through the years and now, she too, is a proud
alumna of UVIL.

Students on St. Thomas will receive their degrees during a ceremony at 1 p.m. today at the University of the Virgin
Islands” Sports and Fitness Center.
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Dominica PM visits Kean High School

Daily News staff

Community members and students
taking part in an aquaponics work-
shop at Ivanna Eudora Kean High
School got a surprise Friday morning
when Dominican Prime Minister
Roosevelt Skerrit joined their tour of
the school’s tilapia farm.

Skerrit is on St. Thomas for a “pri-
vate visit,” and decided to drop in on
the school for a surprise visit after
hearing “great things” about it’s cur-
riculum and programs, according to a
V.I. Education Department release.

Speaking after the tilapia farm
tour, Skerrit said he is passionate
about education — having also been
a teacher and Dominica’s Education
Minister.

Skerrit showed interest in further
boosting the agricultural efforts at
schools in Dominica, according to
the statement. He discussed a possi-
ble partnership with Kean High
Principal Sharon McCollum

McCollum also stressed the impor-
tance of preserving critical cultural
knowledge — such as the medicinal
value of some native plants — and
reviving the teaching of native arts
and crafts, such as basket weaving.

Skerrit also joined in discussions with
Col. Eddy Charles, head of Kean High’s
JROTC battalion, about the need to
boost Dominica’s school-based Cadet
Corps program. Charles, who is a prod-
uct of the Cadet Corps, said he recently
visited and spoke in Dominica and was
intrigued by the idea of exchange pro-
grams exchange for instructors to share
tools and techniques.

“The Cadet Corps is more an extra-
curricular program and on our end, I
would like it to become more a part of
the mainstream curriculum,” Prime
Minister Skerrit added. “We believe
this partnership would be beneficial,
and having instructors come to
Dominica can help in that regard.”

Dominica Prime Minister Roosevelt Skerrit and Education Department
Maintenance Director Louis Hughes tour Ivanna Eudora Kean High School's

tilapia farm.

Skerrit and Col. Eddy Charles discuss the possibility of an exchange between
the JROTC program in the Virgin Islands and Dominica’s Cadet Corps.

Benjamin to be acting director of Bureau of Corrections

Daily News Staff

Assistant Bureau of Corrections
Director Dwayne Benjamin was tem-
porarily named acting director of the
bureau a week ago.

In a written response to Daily News
inquiries, Government House spokes-
man Jean Greaux said Friday that
Benjamin was named acting director
on Sept. 16, when officials learned
that Bureau of Corrections Director
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Julius Wilson had been hospitalized.
Greaux said that officials expect
Wilson to be on medical leave for about
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acting director.
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Unedited copy

DOMINICAN PRIME MINISTER SKERRIT PAYS SURPRISE VISIT TO IVANNA EUDORA KEAN HIGH

Community members and students participating in a free aquaponics workshop on Kean High's campus were
surprised to be taking a tour of the school’s new tilapia farm with Dominican Prime Minister Roosevelt Skerrit, who
popped in Friday morning for a surprise visit.

Prime Minister Skerrit said he recently flew into the territory for a “private visit,” and decided to stop in at Eudora
Kean after hearing “great things” about the school’s curriculum and programs. Speaking after the tilapia farm tour,
Prime Minister Skerrit said he is passionate about education — having also been a teacher and Minister of Education -
and showed interest in further boosting the agricultural efforts of schools in Dominica.

Prime Minister Skerrit talked over the possibility of a partnership with Kean

High Principal Dr. Sharon McCollum, who also stressed the importance of preserving critical cultural knowledge
— such as the medicinal value of some native plants — and reviving the teaching of native arts and crafts, such as basket
weaving.

Prime Minister Skerrit also joined in discussions with Col. Eddy Charles, head of Kean High's JROTC battalion,
about the need to boost Dominicas school-based Cadet Corps program. Charles, who is a product of the Cadet Corps,
said he recently visited and spoke in Dominica and was intrigued by the idea of having the programs exchange instruc-
tors, tools and techniques, in an attempt to learn more from one another.

“The Cadet Corps is more an extra-curricular program and on our end, I would like it to become more a part of the
mainstream curriculum,” Prime Minister Skerrit added. “We believe this partnership would be beneficial, and having
instructors come to Dominica can help in that regard”

Edited copy

Daily News staff

Community members and students taking part in an aquaponics workshop at Ivanna Eudora Kean High School got
a surprise Friday morning when Dominican Prime Minister Roosevelt Skerrit joined their tour of the school’ tilapia
farm.

Skerrit is on St. Thomas for a “private visit,” and decided to drop in on the school for a surprise visit after hearing
“great things” about it’s curriculum and programs, according to a V.I. Education Department release.

Speaking after the tilapia farm tour, Skerrit said he is passionate about education — having also been a teacher and
Dominica’s Education Minister.

Skerrit showed interest in further boosting the agricultural efforts at schools in Dominica, according to the state-
ment. He discussed a possible partnership with Kean High Principal Sharon McCollum

McCollum also stressed the importance of preserving critical cultural knowledge — such as the medicinal value of
some native plants — and reviving the teaching of native arts and crafts, such as basket weaving.

Skerrit also joined in discussions with Col. Eddy Charles, head of Kean High's JROTC battalion, about the need to
boost Dominica’s school-based Cadet Corps program. Charles, who is a product of the Cadet Corps, said he recently
visited and spoke in Dominica and was intrigued by the idea of exchange programs exchange for instructors to share
tools and techniques.

“The Cadet Corps is more an extra-curricular program and on our end, I would like it to become more a part of the
mainstream curriculum,” Prime Minister Skerrit added. “We believe this partnership would be beneficial, and having
instructors come to Dominica can help in that regard”







Hot Club of Cowtown will perform at 8 tonight inTillet Gardens on St. Thomas.

Texas swing to meet Parisian
hot jazz tonight in the Garden

By STEPHEN CHESLIK
Daily News Staff

ST. THOMAS — No venue in the U.S. Virgin Islands can come close to packing in the crowd like
London’s O2 Arena.

The crowd on a sold-out night at Tillett Gardens in Anna’s Retreat would fill only about 1percent of the
massive English arena where Michael Jackson hoped to make his comeback and the Hot Club of Cowtown
played with Bob Dylan.

That doesn’t matter to Hot Club fiddler and vocalist Elana James.

“Every day is different in this funny business,” James says minutes after landing on St. Thomas on
Wednesday. “It is a little schizophrenic, O2 Arena some days and some days free happy hour for seven
people.

“It is really the music itself that decides the show for us. If we played well, that is what we like.”

And for James, the chance to play Tillett Gardens for the opening show of the 2015 Arts Alive season is
a chance to make great music for a small crowd.

“Playing here is one of the Holy Grail opportunities for touring bands — it doesn’'t suck”

James, guitarist and vocalist Whit Smith and bassist Jake Erwin are 2015 Ameripolitan Music Awards
nominees for best Western Swing Group and James has a nod in the Western Swing Female Category.

While Ameripolitan may not be a category of music many are familiar with and country is a
classification far too restrictive, James boils Hot Town’s sound down to “high brow and rustic music that is
filled with joy and great to dance to.”

“We each bring ideas, structured in a jazzy way,” James says. “Some people wrongly call us bluegrass, but
it is much more jazzy — swinging even — if we are playing traditional fiddle or Americana.”



« ¢

Hot Club’ is a nod to the Hot ’30s and '40s doing the hot swing style. But this band also loves Western

music and Western swing, which was going on in the American Southwest at the time,” James said.
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As for ‘Cowtown, neither New York, where they
formed, or Austin, where they are now based, has many
cows left.

“When we say Cowtown, it is the Cowtown of the
imagination.”

The trio has been featured on “Later With Jools
Holland,” “The Grand Ole Opry,” “Mountain Stage,”

“eTown” and “A Prairie Home Companion.”

The trio’s latest album is the 2013 release “Rendezvous
in Rhythm,” and James and Smith

have both recently finished solo albums.

For more information about the band visit http://
www.hotclubofcowtown.com. For tickets visit

ww.tillettfoundation.org, or go to the Alive Office in
Tillett Gardens, Natural Food Grocery and Deli at

Mandela Circle, Fish Face in Palm Passage or
Rhiannon’s in American Yacht Harbor.

Tickets are $35 and the concert starts at 8 p.m. Season
tickets are also available.

A free shuttle will meet the 6 p.m. ferry and return
patrons to the dock after the show.
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St.Thomas native Tiphanie Yanique has published her first novel.

With debut novel, Tiphanie Yanique
helps readers rediscover her home

By STEPHEN CHESLIK
Daily News Staff

St. Thomian Tiphanie Yanique has a grudge against an acknowledged master of American literature, Herman
Wouk. And after more than a decade of work, settling that grudge is bringing her national attention and acclaim.

Yanique's debut novel, “Land of Love and Drowning;” is garnering positive reviews from media outlets ranging
from National Public Radios “All Things Considered” to Entertainment Weekly, The Associated Press and L.A.
Review of Books.

It’s not attention she expected growing up.

“I grew up in Round the Field, and I don't think we often think that good things are going to come out of
our more challenged neighborhoods;” she said Thursday during a telephone interview. She is doing her part in
changing that perception, having published a widely-praised collection of short stories, “How to Escape a Leper
Colony;” and a childrens book before releasing her latest novel.

Yanique credits her grandmother with her love of reading and the Virgin Islands.

As the childrens librarian at Enid Baa Library, Beulah Smith Harrigan filled their Hospital Ground home with
books.

“She was a voracious reader and a storyteller. She told us stories all the time and told us to read,” Yanique said.



After attending college at Tufts University and continuing her education at the University of the West Indies on
a Fullbright scholarship, Yanique returned to St. Thomas to teach at her alma mater, All Saints Cathedral School.

It was at All Saints that she considered studying writing closer, and by searching through the guidance
materials available to her students, she found a list of the top five Master of Fine Arts programs in the country and
applied to four of them. University of Iowa was No. 1 but just seemed too far away for a Virgin Islander.
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“Land of Love and Drowning” is her MFA thesis,
revised many times since graduating from the University
of Houston. It is also a direct response to Herman Wouk’s
“Don't Stop the Carnival”

“That book is read across the Virgin Islands... Herman
Wouk is not a comedy writer, he is a writer who wrote
beautifully and deeply about war. His first, and only, foray
into comedy was when he wrote about us,” she said. “He was
in his 50s at a time when Americans had a lot of racism. I
think it was hard for him to see Virgin Islanders as people
who were complex”

In “Don't Stop the Carnival,” Yanique sees her fellow
Virgin Islanders portrayed as “mostly buffoons, the butt of
jokes;” in “Land of Love and Drowning,’ she seeks to change
that perception.

“I wanted to make the Virgin Islanders fully complex in
all the beauty and all the ugly. Mine are not perfect,” Yanique
said. “They have flaws as all human beings do. They are fully
human.”

Some of Wouk’s characters appear in her novel as well as

the places he addresses and even some of the scenes from “Don't Stop the Carnival” are reimagined.
“I would like, with all my audacity, to be the book they read along with that. I'm not saying don't read Herman

Wouk, read alongside, or against the book,” she said.

So far, Yanique thinks her book is having an impact.

“People who are not from the Caribbean are surprised and refreshed to see it. We have so many writers and
culture bearers in our islands, but they are not being celebrated abroad. People are excited to see the Virgin
Islands, a beautiful place, also being presented as a place of complex intellectual culture and art,” she said. “T hope
this opens the door to see that we have been doing that all along. ... That when people come to the Virgin Islands
they will buy rum, a T-shirt and buy a book, and that they will pick up The Daily News and that they see a place.
The beach is important, and so is the rum, but I also think there are so many ways to experience the Virgin

Islands”

Asked if she sees herself as part of the V.I. tradition of culture bearers, Yanique paused for a long moment

before answering.

“Yes. I see myself as a culture bearer, but I take that title with great humility and surprise,” she said. “I do take it
on as a responsibility. I am continuing to learn from our senior culture bearers, still learning to be a representative

of the Virgin Islands”

And while she now lives and teaches college in New York City, Yanique is still connected to her home, serving
on the board of All Saints Cathedral School and when she is in town she is still active in the Rock Collective at
Frenchtown Deli, a group she helped found more than a decade ago.

“What I really want is to get Virgin Islanders excited about the book. This is my first audience. If it is not doing
well in the Virgin Islands, I don't feel it is successful. All that stuff in the States is to help get it noticed here,” she

said.

Yanique invites the public to come to a beach lime from 1 to 4 p.m. Sunday at Magens Bay Shed No. 4.
After all, according to an interview she gave with a national online publication, the beach on St. Thomas is her

favorite place to write and to read.
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TheYannone family — Neisha Zahn, Tyler and Daniel — were on a sightseeing outing when their helicopter crashed
in thick brush atThe Preserve at Botany Bay on St. Thomas.

Medical examiner officially identifies
crash victims, announces cause of death

By STEPHEN CHESLIK
Daily News Staff

Nine days after a helicopter crash killed four St. Thomas residents, the V.I. Justice
Department has finally released the identities of those on board the doomed aircraft.

While the identities of the crash victims have been widely known in the community
for more than a week, the public identification had been left to the pilot's daughter, a local
private school and the victims’ church, with the V.I. government remaining silent as to
who was aboard the aircraft.

According to V.I. Medical Examiner Dr. Francisco Landron, pilot Maria Rodriguez
Van Heurck, 55; and passengers Daniel Yannone, 54; his wife, Neisha Zahn, 52; and son,
Tyler Yannone, 18, died as a result of “multiple injuries due to blunt force trauma”

Landron made his determination after “performance of the autopsies and forensic
Maria Rodriguez  €valuations of the remains,” according to the statement by V.I. Justice Department Media
Relations Director Sandra Goomansingh issued at 10:15 p.m. Wednesday. The manner of
death has been certified by the department as an “accident”




The Justice Department did not indicate why it took more than a week to notify the public of the victims in the
crash.

“On behalf of the Dept. of Justice, we again extend our deepest condolences. Our prayers and sympathies are
with the families and friends of those who died as a result of this tragedy;” wrote V.I. Attorney General Denise
George.

2 o O AN According to aircraft registration records, the Bell 206B

. . . Maxwellmakes | helicopter’s airworthiness certificate was first awarded in
ngif%llsﬁﬁttgu(iiz}agzggf z;dsléiiiﬁ;‘;‘;‘sl’t 1993 ar‘ld. i‘Fs regis.tratio'n was va%id t‘hro.ugh 2022.
s The initial accident information indicates the Yannone
family was on a sightseeing flight when the helicopter
crashed at about 3:15 p.m. Feb. 15 in thick bush in The
Preserve at Botany Bay, an exclusive gated community on
the far West End of St. Thomas.

Luisa Villegas said she was on vacation with family in
Botany Bay when she saw the helicopter go down less than
a mile from their rental property at about 3:15 p.m. Feb.

15. Her son was fascinated by the helicopter, and they were

watching from the balcony as it flew low and then, “T heard

( it de-accelerate and then it just went down. It went belly up

&;fsgf;n?;g‘sztroﬁi gslt AL Ik and it just went down,” Villegas said.

S s, (R - R The shocking crash “was very quick. The fall was very
ZEE e S N e quick, because they were not high,” Villegas said.

“I did not hear an explosion. I did see a lot of black smoke

going up, and maybe a couple minutes later I heard a couple

little explosions.”

Rescuers had to fight their way through dense foliage and thick vines before being able to approach the scene
to put out a blaze caused by the crash, said V.I. Fire Service Director Daryl George Sr.

While the bodies of the Rodriguez and the Yannone family were recovered the same day the helicopter
crashed, it was not clear that evening how many people had been aboard the aircraft.

According to Hurley Funeral Home, a celebration of Rodriguezs life will be held at 5 p.m. Friday at Brewers
Beach on St. Thomas and a memorial service for the Yannone family will be held at 4 p.m. Sunday at St. Thomas
Reformed Church in Charlotte Amalie.



Daily News Photo by DENA FISHER
Bishop Herbert Bevard, left, Alrid Lockhart and the Rev. Msgr. Jerome Feudjio attend the 2016 Keys and Sword
gala at Marriott’s Frenchman’s Reef. Pope Francis has chosen Father Jerome to succeed Bevard as bishop.

Pope Francis taps Father Jerome
to be diocese’s next bishop

By STEPHEN CHESLIK
Daily News Staff

A familiar face to Catholics in the Virgin Islands has been appointed by Pope Francis as the next bishop of the
Diocese of St. Thomas in the Virgin Islands.

The news that their parish priest, the Rev. Msgr. Jerome Feudjio, will be the next spiritual leader of Catholics in
the territory was announced with the opening of a sealed letter from Apostolic Nuncio Archbishop Christophe
Pierre during a prayer service Tuesday morning at Ss. Peter and Paul Cathedral on St. Thomas.

As attorney Richard Bourne-Vanneck read the name, the congregation burst into cheers and applause.

Known widely in the community as Father Jerome, Feudjio currently serves as the diocese vicar general and
chancellor.

“I'am humbled and grateful to his holiness Pope Francis for the honor and trust he places in me by appointing
me in this high office;” Jerome said.

He thanked his predecessor, Bishop Herbert Bevard, for “his leadership, love and dedication during his
episcopacy, as well as the Virgin Islands community that has supported him since becoming a priest. While he
specifically pointed out his barber of 31 years, he said the complete list would be too “long, long, long and very
long”

“Your faith and dedication to the church have ignited by zeal and motivated me to joyfully to offer my



contribution to this our diocese,” he said.
“It has been a blessing and a privilege to serve this diocese”
Jerome asked for the community’s prayers as he begins “this new phase of my priesthood”
“Bishop-elect Jerome is no stranger to the people of the diocese,” said Cardinal Wilton Gregory, archbishop of
Washington, in a prepared statement. “His long history of service and pastoral dedication to the people of this
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Many countries prefer hurricanes compared to what has happened with the
pandemic.
—Vincent Vanderpook Waliace, former Bahamas tourism minister

Sun, sand and shots: Caribbean
seeks vaccines to revive economy

By DANICA COTO
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community of faith are well known and widely respected.
He now begins a new chapter in his own life and in all of
your lives as well”

According to Gregory, who has served as apostolic
administrator for the diocese of St. Thomas since Bishop
Bevard stepped down in September, Jerome will be the
diocesess sixth bishop.

“Please keep him in your prayers as he transitions into his
new office as I am certain he will hold all of you securely in
his daily prayers from this day forward,” Gregory said.

Jerome, 65, is a native of Cameroon where he attended
Catholic schools, earning a degree in bookkeeping in 1972
before seeking admission to the Congregation of the Fathers
of the Sacred Heart, according to a statement from the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops.

It was while he was at the Sacred Heart Novitiate that
Father Jerome’s journey brought him to the United States
and to the attention of a future Virgin Islands bishop. While
visiting Washington, Jerome would meet the future bishop
of St. Thomas and later cardinal, Father Sean O’Malley, who

invited him to stay in the city where he would complete his religious education.

Upon completing studies in philosophy and theology for the priesthood at Oblate College in Washington,
Jerome made his temporary religious profession to the Oblates of Mary Immaculate.

After further studies in the administration of justice at Southern Illinois University in Carbondale, Ill., Jerome,
answered an invitation from now-bishop O’Mallley to serve at Ss. Peter and Paul Catholic School on St. Thomas.

He was ordained a priest of the Diocese of St. Thomas in 1990 and in 2002, was named by Pope John Paul II a
chaplain of his holiness, a recognition that carries the honorary title of monsignor.

In 2004, Monsignor Jerome would temporarily leave the Virgin Islands to return to Southern Illinois
University to pursue graduate studies in rehabilitation administration at the request of Bishop George Murry.

Feudjio has previously served as pastor of Holy Family Parish and has been rector and vicar general of Ss. Peter
and Paul Cathedral since 2008.

Father Jerome isn't the first Virgin Islands priest recently elevated by Pope Francis. In late December, Francis
named the Rev. Father Neil Sebastian Scantlebury as the next bishop of Bridgetown in Barbados.

Like Feudjio, Scantlebury also served at Ss. Peter and Paul Catholic School and had most recently been pastor
of St. Ann Parish on St. Croix. He was ordained in 1995.
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Maho Bay, above, is among the best in the world, according to a new survey of travelers by Tripadvisor. Also plac-
ing in the survey are Trunk Bay, below, the Baths on Virgin Gorda and Honeymoon Beach on Water Island.

4 USVI, BVI beaches take spots in rankings

By STEPHEN CHESLIK
Daily News Staff

If you follow the crowds on St. John you’ll quickly hit one of the hottest beaches in the world, according to a
new ranking from Tripadvisor.

Maho Bay has snatched the No. 5 spot in the
Caribbean and No. 14 spot in the world on the
website’s list of top beaches. Known for its white
sand beach and sea turtles, the only downside
many see is that it may be too good for its own
good.

“Enjoyed our time there, but popularity brings
more visitors,” warned a visitor from Dublin,
Ohio.

Most visitors to the beach, however, are simply
agog at the sea turtles, which are attracted to
seagrass beds toward the middle stretches of the
bay. For those hoping to see fish or an octopus,
the National Park Service advises swimming
closer the western end and toward the point between Maho and Cinnamon.

But be warned, if a north swell is coming ashore, you might want to visit somewhere else, as the stirred-up




water will drop visibility, which was the only frequent complaint from visitors on the travel website.

To take a dip at the No. 1 spot on the list, travelers will have to go down under to Australia's Whitehaven Beach
on Whitsunday Island in Queensland. Unlike Maho, however, where a quick bite to eat is nearby with food trucks
and drink stands that make “the perfect place for lunch,” Whitsunday Island is uninhabited.

Maho’s islandmate Trunk Bay, a frequent flyer itself in best beaches list, was ranked by Tripadvisor’s users as
O AN o s | the 13th best beach in the Caribbean, followed just one spot
Embattled WAPA CEO tenders resignation be‘hipd by Honeymoon Beach on Water Island. The Baths in

: - Virgin Gorda ranked 19th.
| A recent visitor from Bethesda, Md., had only one
question to ask of Trunk Bay, “What's not to like?” One New
Jersey visitor raved about TrunK’s underwater trail, which
they pointed out they would be visiting on their upcoming
fifth trip to the island.

“Trunk Bay on St. John is appropriately ranked as one of
the world’s most beautiful beaches,” opines a Texas visitor
to the website. And, despite being a ferry ride away, Water
Island’s Honeymoon Beach is also ranked by Tripadvisor
visitors as the No. 5 thing to do “on St. Thomas.

That’s not something one St. Thomian logging in held
against it, calling Honeymoon the “must go to beach”

“Love this beach...one of the prettiest in the islands,”
they wrote. “Boat toys and good food. Always a good time
there!”

For many others, the name is a perfect summation. “This

Trunk B: Baths.

4 USVI, BVI beaches take spots in rankings

Gy STEPHEN GRESLIK Best
o

h ranks a
nearby with food trucks and drink  No. S thing 0 do “on St. Thomas.”

was one of the most beautiful and quiet spots we visited. It is
not a snorkeling stop, but it is so romantic and tropical;,” gushed one of many Tripadvisor visitors who dropped a
perfect rating on Honeymoon Beach.
For Virgin Islanders looking to take in a trip to the Spanish Virgins, Culebras Flamenco Beach placed 10th on
Tripadvisor’s Caribbean list.
The top spot in the Caribbean went to Cubas Santa Maria Beach on Cayo Santa Maria. The No. 1 spot in the
United States is held by St. Pete Beach on Florida’s Gulf Coast.
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Seaborne Airlines will begin flying the Saab 340B in January.

Seaborne upgrading service

V.I. airline to operate new type of aircraft

By STEPHEN CHESLIK
Daily News Staff

With American Eagle preparing to pull out of the territory in March, Seaborne Airlines is working on
major upgrades that will prepare it for growth.

“What we are trying to do is make sure we would cover a significant portion of the capacity lost by
American Eagle — several hundred seats a day,” said Seaborne CEO and chairman Omer ErSelcuk.

The key to capturing American’s lost market share is the introduction of a new class of aircraft to
Seaborne’s fleet — the Saab 340b.

When the Saab aircraft start flying in January the airline’s capacity will almost double, ErSelcuk said.
Then, when American Eagle pulls out in March, Seaborne will add more flights to its schedule.

Seaborne can't afford to introduce the new flights immediately, because while American Eagle’s planned
cutback are good for Seaborne, the market is currently oversaturated with seats, ErSelcuk said.

“We reduced our capacity because we couldn’t afford to run empty flights and break even,” ErSelcuk
said. “We knew we wanted to keep our foot in the door”

That reduction in capacity included reduced flights to Puerto Rico and layofts.

“We did what we needed to do,” ErSelcuk said.

Seeing an opportunity in American Eagle’s departure — the airline operates six flights to the Virgin
Islands daily and carries about 3,000 passenger seats per week — Seaborne is getting ready to push the
door wide open.

While the Saab 340B carries about half the passengers as American’s ATRs — 37 — it has more than
double the capacity of Seaborne’s current deHavilland DHC-6 Twin Otters.

In addition to having more seats, the Saab airliner is capable of cruising at 290 mph, about 115 mph
faster than the Twin Otter and 28 mph slower than American Eagle’s ATRs.

For passengers aboard the aircraft, however, the first thing they are likely to notice is the addition of a
flight attendant, according to ErSelcuk.



What passengers probably won't notice, is the airlines considerable investment in training and

resources.

While the first of the airline’s three new aircraft is expected to arrive in the Virgin Islands in October,
the first paying customer isn’t expected to board until January, ErSelcuk said.
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“To bring a new aircraft onto your certificate takes a
long period of time. You need to work with the FAA,
ErSelcuk said. “It is extremely expensive in manpower
time and buying manuals. That investment alone is
upwards of three-quarters of a million dollars.”

The refurbished Saab aircraft each cost between $2.75
million and $3.5 million, according to ErSelcuk, and will
be leased from “related parties” to Seaborne.

“Each one will go through a thorough overhaul
process to make sure they are in new condition,”
ErSelcuk said. “They will smell new inside”

Future improvements

In addition to the new aircraft, Seaborne is preparing
to sell its tickets through online marketplaces like
Travelocity and Expedia.

Purchasers of those tickets will also have a new
destination to choose from, Tortola.

Service to Tortola will begin in October with the
airline’s current Twin Otter aircraft and will be upgraded
to Saab service, ErSelcuk said.

Also in the airline’s plans is the ability for travelers to check a bag aboard in the Virgin Islands and not
have to touch it again until it reaches the baggage carousel at their final destination.
To accomplish that change the airline is currently working on agreements with other carriers, ErSelcuk

said.

“We try to do our best to make sure we have excellent customer service,” ErSelcuk said. “It is a big move
for us. Even though we will look like a bigger airline, we are trying to look like the V.I. airline. We take
pride, that when folks call us, or send us an email we get back to everybody. That is very important”

Benefit to the V.I.

In addition to replacing the lost airlift capacity, ErSelcuk said Seaborne’s aircraft will be based on St.

Croix, not in Puerto Rico.

So when one of the aircraft’s $1 million engines has to be serviced, it will be by a mechanic at Rohlsen
Airport, not by one on Puerto Rico, ErSelcuk said.

“We’re going to be looking for talented, hardworking folk that want to be in the airline business who can
provide safe and excellent customer service,” said ErSelcuk. “We are looking forward to contributing to the

economy.’
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" Business allows families to eat around the
kitchen table without all the prep work

Despite surplus, slew of requests
puts draft budget ‘under water’

By JOAN BARRON
Star-Tribune capital bureau

CHEYENNE — Through the
first half of the Legislature’s
budget session, the plan for

state government spending for
the next two years has been on
the back burner. Lawmakers in-
stead have been focused on a
myriad of “non-budget” bills,
from allowing people to carry

concealed weapons without
permits to creating a scholar-
ship program for high school
graduates.

But starting Monday, legis-
lators will be faced with a slew
of spend-or-save decisions
when they begin work on the
$2.7 billion budget for the 2007-
08 biennium.

In addition to the $2.7 bil-

lion spending figure, the budget
recommended by the Joint Ap-
propriations Committee con-
tains $715 million in savings.
On top of that, however, the
Legislature introduced more
than 80 bills with a total of $1
billion in spending. Although
some of those bills have died

Please see BUDGET, AS
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news B8

Farewell,
Gowdy

Former Wyoming
Sen. Alan Simp-
son and Curt
Gowdy's longtime
broadcast partner
Tony Kubek
reminisce about
Gowdy on
Saturday outside
Trinity Church in
LisaPoole, A> BOston. See D1

Shop
with
your
nose

Iced tea maker
adds scents
to packaging

By MARGARET WEBB
PRESSLER
The Washington Post

AriZona iced tea has spent
millions of dollars creating
its eye-catching packaging,
and more millions on differ-
ent flavors. Now it’s testing a
way to bring the two together
by embedding appealing aro-
mas in the packaging itself to
improve the taste of its bev-
erages and the drinker’s ex-
perience.

AriZona Beverage Co. is at
the forefront of a new wave of
high-tech packaging in con-
sumer products. As people
increasingly spread their at-
tention across many types of
media, marketers are looking
for new ways to get noticed.

One promising way ap-
pears to be targeting as many
of the five senses as possible
via the package itself. Soon,
just strolling store aisles
could cause sensory overload,
with packages that blink,
beep, yell and waft scents at
shoppers. Some companies
have created paper-thin, flex-
ible video displays and tiny
speakers.

But aroma, with its pow-
erful link to memory and
emotion, seems to offer the
biggest payoff.

Companies are incorpo-
rating scents directly into
plastic bags and bottles, so
consumers can smell sham-
poo or chocolate without
opening the packaging. New
scented ink for ads and cata-
logues use technology that
goes beyond scratch-and-
sniff.

“Consumers have to be
given a good reason to buy a
product,” said Chris Lyons,
publisher of Package Design
Magazine. “Certainly, know-
ing or having a sense of what
it smells like can help that.”

Other packaging innova-
tions are under way: labels
that change color to indicate
ripeness of fruit or a temper-
ature change. A disposable,
self-heating cup (introduced
last year with a line of coffee

Please see NOSE, A5

Stage I11
a play

about

murder

their own
By BARBARA NORDBY
Star-Tribune staff writer

Dawn Anderson rehearses her role as leshian Romaine Patterson, who was a close friend of Matthew Shepard, for Stage IIl
Community Theatre’s production of ‘The Laramie Project’ on Wednesday. Anderson also plays Tiffany Edwards, a Laramie
reporter, and Amanda Gronich, a member of the Tectonic Theater Project.

The Laramie Project
Wyoming's
tragedy

Courtesy, Stage Il Community Theatre

opinion, sir,” and walked away.
Please see LARAMIE, A12
Inset: Matthew Shepard and Tooey Eggert rehearse a scene from Kurt Vonnegut Jr.s play, ‘Happy Birthday, Wanda June,’ during

the 1990-1991 season of Stage Ill Community Theatre. Shepard grew up in Casper and acted in several Stage IIl productions,
alongside some of the actors now involved with ‘The Laramie Project.”

avid Little stopped off at the
grocery store in Casper one
night between work and
rehearsal for “The Laramie Project.”
He saw the same man over and over,

Ryan Soderlin,Star-Tribune

in every aisle, until
finally, near the
canned goods, the
man stopped him.
Hey, he said to
Little, in a calm
voice, aren’t you the
guy I'saw on TV, talk-
ing about that play?
Yes, David said.
“Fag lover,” the man
spit out.
Little mustered,
“Thank you for your

GE eyes
state’s
coal

Company tweaks
gasification
process

By DUSTIN BLEIZEFFER
Star-Tribune energy reporter

GILLETTE — With a 37
percent share of the U.S. coal
market, Wyoming is too large
to ignore.

GE Ener:

Gas:f:catmgny Inside
one of the Wyoming
world’s leading competes for
makers of coal ‘clean’ coal
gasification A5

units, said it is
developing the
process to
‘Wyoming coal.

The gasification process
works well with bituminous
coals in the eastern United
States, but it needs some
tweakmg to make Wyoming’s
higher-moisture sub-bitumi-
nous coals an economic feed-
stock, according to the com-

work with

“We, and others, are work-
ing on making the economics
of IGCC (integrated gasifica-
tion combined cycle) more
competitive with the use of
these lower-rank coals — i.e.,
non-bituminous coals, which
is Powder River Basin,” said
Edward Lowe, general man-
ager of GE Energy Gasifica-
tion.

That doesn’t put an IGCC
plant in Wyoming, but it is
an important first step toward
efforts to bring the technolo-
gy here.

“Coal is our most abundant
fossil fuel,” Lowe said. “(GE’s)
development efforts are to
just end up making the plants
more competitive on an eco-
nomic basis by using these
other coals.”

Wyoming exports nearly
400 million tons of coal an-
nually.

GE owns the patent on a
coal gasification process it
acquired from Chevron Tex-
aco in 2004. The process is
in use, or planned to be in use,
at more than 65 coal gasifica-
tion plants around the world.

Rather than burn coal to
release the energy, gasifica-
tion is a process that places
coal under high pressure, and
with a chemical catalyst, ex-
tracts gas from the coal. The
gas is then burned to generate
electricity, which produces
far fewer

Jailhouserocks | Forasong

Natrona County shows
a | offits new jail.
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Look Back
in Time
Daniel Sandoval
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Law
involves
people

ur legal system can
seem like an alien
culture bent on infil-
trating society with
colonies of workers speak-
ing an arcane language in
courthouses across the na-
tion. Opponents and propo-
nents for the rule of law
were in the news for the
third week of April, with
district court in 1906, a sen-
tencing in1931, a ]ury in
1956 and a top cop in
1981.

100 years ago Q /

Choirmaster — District
Court Judge Charles E. Car-
penter was presiding over a
busy docket in Casper when a

hone call informed him that

is mother’s heart condition
had taken a bad turn in mid-
April 1906. The judge
adjourned the session and
rushed to be at her side, but
she died while he was on his
‘way to Laramie.

After a funeral on Monday,
district court was reconvened
the following Tuesday with a
busy case load.

A jury deliberated for 72
hours but failed to reach a ver-
dict in the case of Henry John-
son, accused of branding a colt
with the intent to steal it. Car-
penter threw out a case against
William Madden, who was
accused of selling beef without
exhibiting the hide. And a pre-
viously postponed case against
John Schnoor, accused of sex-
ually assaulting his stepdaugh-
ter, was dismissed after the
young woman hired a horse,
rode to Big Muddy, boarded a
train and vanished in Septem-
ber.

Even after the dismissals,
the busy docket ran the pool of
jurors thin, to the point that
the Casper Fire Department
suggested that its firemen con-
sider not taking their exemp-
tion from jury duty.

Despite the caseload,
though, Carpenter found time
to lead the choir for Easter
Sunday Mass 1906.

Electronic Age — With
reports coming in by tele-
phone and telegraph, news of
the April 18 San Francisco
earthquake hit the front page
of the April 19,1906, Natrona
County Tribune. Among the
lurid details that capture the
desperation of the cataclysm
were ref)orts of buildings
being blown up by dynamite in
an attempt to check the spread
of fire.

‘Wire infrastructure and the
telephone building in down-
town San Francisco were com-
pletely destroyed by the 1906
earthquake but news from
eyewitnesses still radiated out
from the epicenter by wireless
telegraph.

75 years ago

No appeal — A.E. Benshoof
‘was in the Casper jail in the
third week of April 1931. On his
‘way to servmg a12- to 20-year
sentence in pnson, Benshoof
was convicted in Douglas for
manslaughter. The victim was
Benshoof’s wife, who died a
horrible death soaked with
gasoline and set on fire.

Please see TIME, B2

Today’s
Events

More events,
next page
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Art Symposium

M The State High School Art Symposium will
be held at the Casper Events Center today
from 9 a.m. to noon. Admission is free.

What you can get for

$16 million

Want to listen to some classical
music on your couch? Just pick
up some Mozart CDs. How
about 1,144,492 of them
from Amazon.com?
Don’t worry about
the shipping, it’s
free on orders
over $25.
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Into dancing, not listening? Get your feet
moving in some new toe
i ' shoes. At about $15 a pair,
you can buy
1,066,666 pairs.

What, you don’t have room in your
closet for 2,133,332 shoes? How about
4-1/2 Stradivarius violins? We're sure
your reputable auction house won’t mind
chopping one in half for you.

Photo by Geo. Heinl & Co. Torontofor the.
Instrument Bank of the Canada Coundil for the Arts

Not into splinters, dancing ballerinas or Mozart? Just think
of the parade you could lead with 20,000 tr(imbones.
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Or, you could get 1,250
comfortable seats in an
acoustically tuned auditorium,
and another 27in an antiseptically clean
women’s restroom in one ...

Civicsz Auditorrum

Star-Tribune graphic

It’s showtime

Auditorium fundraising efforts go public

By CORY MATTESON

to preliminary designs unveiled Friday,
Star-Tribune staff writer illi i

the proposed $16 million auditorium also
will be able to hold up t01,250 concert, the-
ater and performance-goers. The stage,
45 feet deep by 60 feet wide, will be three
times as big as either of the high school
stage spaces used in Casper. The main

‘Women will be happy to know that the
Casper Civic Auditorium will have 27
stalls in the ladies’ room.

That is, if $3.5 million is raised by the
end of the year.

Ed Mueller, a member on the Citizens
for a Civic Auditorium board of directors,
said women who’ve peered inside the au-
ditorium model have counted,
and approved.

According

Please see AUDITORIUM, B2

Students auction all-night art

M The Casper College Art Department will
hold its first-ever Red Eye, Black Tie event
today at the Metro Coffee Company.

Art created by students through the night
Friday will be sold at an auction from 7 to 10
p.m. at Metro Coffee Co., 241 5. David. The
eventis free.

Fun Run/Walk

Subscribe to the Casper Star-Tribune today: (800) 442-6916, (307) 266-0550 or www.casperstartribune.net

M Casper Windy City Striders and the Boys &
Girls Clubs of Central Wyoming team up for
today’s third annual Fun Run uses the bike
path and bridge near the North Casper Soc-
cer complex. Three races begin from 8:15 to
9 a.m. Registration $10. Info: 235-5694.

No vacancy
at the inn

Metro holds
adopt-a-thon Saturday

By SALLY ANN
Star-Tribune staff writer

Now that the weather is
better and the light
stretches through early
evening, perhaps you
need a companion for
your evening walks.
You might consider
Lexie, a Jack Russell
Terrier mix.

You might be tired of
talking to the television
during the evening
news. Chewbey, a
Pekingese/Pomeranian
mix, might help you sort
things out.

And if you're tired of play-
ing fetch by yourself in the
park, Jack Russell Terri-
er/Chihuahua  Twiggy
might be happy to
oblige.

Casper’s Metro
Animal  Control
hosts the annual
Spring Fling adopt-
a-thon today from
10 a.m. to 6 p.m.,

with discounts,

door prizes and
one-stop shop-
ping for vaccina-
tions and your first
portrait together.
“We are full,” said
Metro director Rick
Sulzen. “Aside from
strays, which we have to hold
for seven days from pickup, all
of our animals will be avail-
able.”

Today only, Sulzen is of-
fering $10 off the adoption fee
for dogs, down to $40; and $5
off the price of adopting cats,
which are scaled according to
the cat’s age. The most expen-
sive cats today will be $30 and
the least expensive, $15.

Adoption applications may
be started and completed to-
day at the event, but renters
need written approval from
landlords before an adoption is
complete. Applications also
may be completed online at
the www.casperwy.gov Web
site, under the Police and An-
imal Control links.

Thursday morning, Sulzen
consulted his guest registry
and found that 50 of 63 dogs
are available for adoption and
60 of 71 cats.

“Our record number of

Today only!
Best friends for sale!
All dogs $10 off.
All cats$5 off.

10 am. — 6 p.m.

‘Rood Dog’
shorn for Locks of
Love if 35 animals

find homes!

adoptions in one day is 34,” he
said, “and we’d like to break
that Saturday.”

If 35 or more pets find new
homes today, Donny “Rood
Dog” Rood from Mount Rush-
more Broadcasting will cut his
hair and donate it to Locks of
Love. Mount Rushmore sta-
tions will carry live broadcasts
from the adopt-a-thon begin-
ning at noon.

The Central C{ommgs ay
and Neuter Foundation will be
on hand with “on-the-spot fi-
nancing,” Sulzen said, for new
pets who need to be spayed or
neutered.

The adoption fee to Metro
includes a health certificate
good for three days at any
Casper veterinarian, a one-
year city license and a mi-
crochip.

Dr. Justin Johnson of West-
side Animal Clinic will pro-
vide microchips for $20 and
rabies vaccinations for $10 at
the event on Saturday.

And De Maine Image will
be on hand from noon to 4 p.m.
for pet portraits.

In addition, there will be
food and beverages and door
prizes throughout the day.

For more information or to
view photographs of Metro’s
animals, go to the www.casper-
wy.gov Web site, click on Po-
lice at the left and then click
on Animal Control. You may
also call Metro at 235-8398.

Community News editor Sally Ann
Shurmur may be reached at (307) 266-
0520 or sallyann.shurmur
@casperstartribune.net.

What do you
know?

Students compete in Trib Bowl

By JENNI DILLON
Star-Tribune staff writer

They know their cinema a
bit better than their civics.

For the most part, though,
students at the Natrona
County School District’s Trib
Bowl on Friday had their cur-
rent events well in hand.

The Trib Bowl is an annu-
al competition between ele-
mentary school teams, offer-
ing students a chance to face
off not with athletic ability
but with their knowledge of
the news. Students in grades
three through six teamed up
m groups of three or four, fac-

each other in a round-

ro in tournament to answer
multiple-choice questions
culled from recent news sto-
ries.

For some students, sports
and film were the easiest
questions: One team of girls

Please see KNOW, B2

Could you
compete?
1. Nancy Freudenthal
campaigns against:
a) reading
b) underage drinking
) methamphetamines
d) teens driving

2.The Broadway show “The
0dd Couple” stars:
2) Brad Pitt
b) George Clooney
<) Donald Duck
d) Matthew Broderick

3. One what page of the
Casper Star-Tribune can
you find The Grouch?

a) sports

b) classifieds
) front

d) comics

Answers on next page.

Coal Mountain cleanup today

M The Coal Mountain Public Lands cleanup
is today from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Volunteers
should bring work gloves, sunscreen, boots,
long pants, hat and jackets and water bot-
tles. Info: 258-5528.
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be transported around
~ reservoirs under new
“licensing deal

The federal license for
Merwln Dam and three

. Long absent from river's 2ERIKROBINSON
% Pacific P ill get int
;’ i mrth fork, species will | Pacific Power Wil ect ino

ness by the end of 2012.

For 77 years, a 313-foot-high
concrete plug has stopped the
migration of salmon and steel-
head in the North Fork of the
Lewis River. That will change
under a set of new hydroelec-
tric operating licenses issued
by federal energy regulators.

The old licenses expired

Challengers
spending freely
to unseat Dunn

Republican,
Democrat waging
intense campaigns

By KATHIE DURBIN
Columbian staff writer

Two well-funded challeng-
ers are taking on Republican
Rep. Jim Dunn in the 17th
District in what has become
the legislative race to watch
this primary season.

Joseph James, the 27-year-
old owner of a dog-boarding
camp in Stevenson, is raising
and spending lots of money
— more than $100,000 so far,
counting the contributions
he’s made to his own cam-
paign — in an all-out effort
to unseat fellow Republican
Dunn. Much of the money
he’s raised is in small contri-
butions from out-of-state do-

nors.
Tim Probst, 38, the chief
executive officer of the
‘Washington Workforce As-
sociation, is running a less
expensive but equally in-
tense campaign to wrest
Dunn’s seat from Republi-
can control. The Vancouver
Democrat has raised more
than $52,000 and has won
the endorsement of virtually
every Democratic office-
holder in Clark County.
Dunn, 65, was first elected
to the Legislature in 1996, de-
feated in 2002, and returned
to Olympia by voters in 2004.
He debated whether to retire
after being stripped of his
committee assignments this
year for making a sexually
inappropriate comment to a
female legislative staffer. He
decided to run in mid-April.
His candidacy has been
ignored by the state Repub-
lican Party, which omitted
his name and photo from the
statewide candidate slate that
appears on its Web site.
James is the party’s choice.
And though he considers
Dunn a friend, he says there’s
broad consensus within the
Republican party thatit’s time
for Dunn to go.

Jim Dunn

w Party:
Republican

= Occupation:
Retired computer
consultant

u Residence:
Vancouver

u Quote:
“Government gets
way too much
money.”

w Funds raised:
None reported

Joseph James

w Party:
Republican

= Occupation:
Owner, dog
boarding camp

= Residence:
Vancouver

= Quote: “when
| get elected,

'l be able to

help people by
reducing taxes.”

w Funds raised:
$107,630

in 2006, and the utilities had

_Hmotoring back to Lewis

been operating on year-by-year
renewals since then.
Oceangoing salmon, blocked
from the upper North Fork
since the construction of Mer-
win Dam in 1931, will repopu-
late the pristine habitat cour-
tesy of a sort of fish busway
service. PacifiCorp, as part of
a new set of 50-year operating
Ticenses, will load thousands of
spring chinook, coho and steel-
head into trucks and haul them
around Merwin, Yale and Swift

LEWIS RIVER, back page

PARK’S STAR ATTRACTION

N. SCOTT TRIMBLE/ The Columbian

Ariena Rossum, 5, of Chico, Calif., enjoys the water ring at Salmon Creek Park on Thursday as sunny
skies returned to Clark County. Ariena and her family were visiting her aunt, Jenny Wolfe of Vancouver.
Forecasters are expecting warm and mostly sunny days through at least the first week of August.

Firefighters urge
caution after
blaze near 1-205

By CRAIG BROWN
and JOHN BRANTON

Road rage suspect out of jail
after posting $50,000 hail

The Columbian

Aroad rage suspect who turned
himself in this week has posted
$50,000 bail and was released

“I'm running to restore ef- Ti Columbian staff writers
-+ » im Probst Thursday from

fectiveness to that seat,! he ) A fire, sparked when a mower | the Clark Coun-
;?:h‘ 'llee tke l?le"ff o "uf‘ e mParty: struck a rock, burned nearly an acre ty Jail.
L wvlva“Tann it clear they Demaorat of grass near a busy Interstate 205 in- Pavel Kashul,
looking Torvard 1o a great ®Ocoupation: | terchange Thursay, =gy 24, will be on
general _election campaign CEO, Washington e oo Pohce supervised re-

ith Probst.” Workforce Assoc. ers were called to the Y lease pending
W‘F i Prob 3 westbound  Highway g= allegations  of
e ,l’ﬁr" robst says m Residence: 500 onramp to south- JIF@ second-degree
efr:?:,e ‘i?tepi\\giig ne',‘ln(z"l‘g:' Ridgefield bound 1-205 just before assault, felony
bent. Dunn “doesn’t seem = Quote: ﬁré’h‘gﬁtg—fggﬂ:&?ﬂ;ﬁ report }r;‘lc‘i;]i:iddr‘;\:: :;z‘ Pavel Kashul
to take his job seriously,” he “Nothing is more Jim lflaher{y_ b and di:orderl& Has posted
;‘?,l‘lib‘ hre dC°1“‘“"'a“ s edito- g’c‘gg:)‘rﬂn”y‘(‘;"a‘;“{he They arrived to find conduct, $50,000 bail
Do did not show up for Skl edcaton the fire circling a water retention Superior

the board’s Wednesday en-

and hard work of

pond in the median.

Three engines, a water tender

Court Judge Barbara Johnson re-
scheduled arraignment Aug. 5.

of the hit-and-run or any people
who witnessed the July 10 events
that began just south of the Inter-
state 5 Bridge and ended on state
Highway 14.

The judge also said Kashul
should reside at his northeast
Portland home with his wife and
maintain employment as a union
boilermaker, according to court
documents. He was also ordered
to obey all laws and not consume
alcohol or drugs.

According  to  witnesses,
Kashul's actions included driving
on the shoulder of Interstate 5
northbound near Jantzen Beach
to cut into traffic, then stopping
on state Highway 14 and getting
out of his Toyota Matrix to try to
assault a trucker he'd cut off, then

County
to sell
site near
railroad

Natural gas firm
requested auction

By MICHAEL ANDERSEN
Columbian staff writer

Clark County plans to auc-
tion off a vacant 5.6-acre par-
cel along its railroad in east
Hazel Dell in early Septem-
ber.

Commissioners agreed
Tuesday to put the land up for
auction at the request of Cal-
gary-based Keyera Energy
Inc., alarge Canadian natural
gas processor.

The land, on N.E. 78th
Street east of St. Johns Road,
lies across the Chelatchie
Prairie Railroad from the
county operations center. It is
zoned light industrial.

The land hasn’t yet been
appraised for auction, but the
most recent tax assessment
putits value at about $113,000
per acre.

The county has been seek-
ing to boost industrial traffic
along the railroad, which it
leases to Yakima-based Co-
lumbia Basin Railroad Co.
Traffic doubled in 2007 to
about one car a week, and
county railroad coordinator
Fred Abraham expects it to
rise another 10 to 12 percent
in 2008.

Deputy Public Works Di-
rector Kevin Gray said the
county is happy to sell the Ha-
zel Dell parcel now that some-
one expressed interest in it.

‘We'd just as soon put it
out there, get it on the tax re-
cords,” he said.

Keyera Energy’s latest an-
nual report says it’s looking
to buy “infrastructure to sup-
port marketing efforts in the
United States.”

MICHAEL ANDERSEN covers
1

andersen@columbian.com.

Lot to be auctioned

Clark County commissioners have
voted 1o auction a 5.6-acre parcel that
a Canadian energy company is
interested in purchasing.
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